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ARABIC LUTHERAN MINISTRIES

GREAT INDEED, WE CONFESS, IS THE MYSTERY OF
GODLINESS, GOD MANIFESTED IN THE FLESH.
1 TIMOTHY 3:16

I was born in a small town in Northeast Syria, at the border with Turkey and
Iraq. In 1986 I left my hometown and traveled 500 miles to enroll at Saint
Ephraim Theological Seminary in Damascus. The seminary was across the
street from the house of Ananias where Paul was baptized. We read in Acts
9:11, “The Lord said to Ananias: “Arise and go to the street called straight and
inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus.” The straight street

is the area where I spent my childhood and teenage years.

Syria is a Muslim-majority country, Christians being less than 10% of the
population. Even in the Christian community there is diversity. Bab Touma
is the name of the neighborhood where I grew up. It is the seat of three
patriarchates, the Syrian Orthodox, the Greek Orthodox, and the Greek
Catholic Churches. In addition to these global centers, there are local centers,
these are, the Maronite Church, the Armenian Church, the Syrian Catholic
Church, and the Presbyterian Church. Approximately two miles from these
historical Christian neighborhoods, the Umayyad Mosque, also known as

the Great Mosque of Damascus, stands.

Growing up in such a diverse multi-ethnic and multi-religious context,
encounters with Muslims were spontaneous and daily. I knew from childhood

that I was different; however, it was not enough to just feel different. I

gradually realized that this difference implied that I had something to share with Muslims. I realized there were many

challenges in building bridges and crossing over them to reach our Muslim friends and neighbors. Without a doubt, there

are strong barriers between the banks of Islam and Christianity. The encounter between them is like the course of a river;

in certain places the river is narrow, and the banks are close to each other, while in other areas, the gaps appear totally

unbridgeable.



In this journey, I have studied and lived these challenges and have been encouraged to face them by learning about God
who, in the Incarnation, broke in and built bridges with human beings. He did that by becoming one of them. God is
different from us, but out of his love for us, he builds bridges with us in the person of Jesus Christ, and we become His
children. When we look at the Incarnation, we know that the people of this world did not ask for it, and when Christ came,
He was not accepted even by those who should have been prepared for his coming. God’s love compelled him to do so, and
the same love compels Christians to do likewise. God himself built the bridge to humanity. Just as Christ became a bridge
between God and man and the channel through which the divine blessing flows, we must become bridges to our fellow men

and channels through which the life-giving waters flow.

This is what our ministry has been doing for 15 years. We follow the steps of Jesus by building bridges with our Muslim
friends both locally and globally through our Media Ministry.

We thank you for your support to our ministry. Through your generous support we are able to carry on the mandate of our

Lord to make disciples, by going, teaching and baptizing all nations.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Rev. Dr. Ajar Bahkou

B/

INTRODUCING OUR NEW LOGO

As Arabic Lutheran Ministry expands locally and globally our board came to a unanimous decision to recreate our logo.
'This past October we were put in contact with Eric Gradberg who is a retired professional graphic designer, and a fourth-
year seminary student at Concordia Lutheran Seminary in St Louis. After much work and many revisions, the logo was
complete and adopted. The three leaves represent Luther’s rose and our distinctive Lutheran identity. Instead of the
traditional five leaves, we chose three to represent the Trinity. The Arabic word in the center is A/ah, which means “God,”
the second Arabic word under it is Mahabbah, which means “Love.” So, it reads “God is Love” (1 John 4:8). This represents
our mission. As an LCMS Confessional ministry, we strive to contextualize our confession to Muslims and Arabs. We do

this by reaching them with the Love of God that was revealed in its fullness in Jesus Christ.



GLOBAL IMPACT
@ 'The population of the Middle East and North Africa is around 317 Million, 93% of the population
being Muslim. In many of those areas the Christian Church is scarce. But for the last 10-15 years and through International
Satellites and various social Media platforms the Good News of the Gospel has been reaching areas that for over 1,400 years
were closed to the Gospel. God is using these channels to transform lives for eternity. The Holy Spirit is calling and gathering
a vast spectrum of viewers to Christ. Our media and publication ministry have been part of what God is doing to extend

His Kingdom in the Arabic and the Islamic world.

'These are but a few encouraging letters we received:

We thank the Lord for partnering with us for over one year. Your online teaching and preaching

have been broadcasted on our JC World TV Channel on a regular basis. Our Channel has listeners
all over the world, especially Islamic Countries such as Afghanistan, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.
These countries are closed to the Gospel. The Bible is not even allowed in them, but through our
Channel we are being able to penetrate these countries and impact millions all over the Islamic
World.

Sample of your teachings hitps.//youtu.be/BdGoxvPCZwr.

In our recent conversation you informed us about your plan to film a new discipleship program
entitled Life with God, Explaining the Foundation of Christian Faith, which is in partnership with
Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis. We have looked at the material in English and in Arabic and
we are excited to broadcast this program on our Channel, once it is ready. As we have in the past
year, we will allot 4 hours a week to broadcast your teaching, which will be 30 minutes a day. This

time is subject to increasing in the future as the collaboration and partnership between us continues.

Dated: 06/07/2019
Arif Bhatti Founder/Producer
Jesus Christ World Television Network


https://youtu.be/BdG6xvPCZwc

Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate
Damascus / Syria 7/01/2019

Dear Father, it is with great honor and joy that we received 30 copies, free of charge,

your discipleship curriculum, Life With God. The Department of Christian Education and Youth
Ministry, at the Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate, will greatly benefit from it, we will use your
curriculum at the various Bible studies and spiritual gatherings in Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and
Iraq. We praise the Lord for the partnership between Arabic Lutheran Ministries and

our Department. We look forward for further collaboration and partnership to spread the Gospel

and extend Jesus’ kingdom among Arabic speaking people locally and globally.

Bishop Antimus Jack Yakoub,
Patriarchal Vicar for Youth Affairs and Christian Education

@ LOCAL IMPACT

May 2019: Rev. Dr. Abjar Bahkou was the keynote speaker at the Annual
dinner of the International Lutheran Students Ministry. Dr. Bahkou shared

his journey to the Lutheran Church and his current ministry among Muslims

and Arabs.

April 2019: Rev. Dr. Abjar Bahkou was the keynote
speaker at the Annual Multi Ethic Symposium held at
Concordia Seminary, Saint Louis. Dr. Bahkou spoke
about the Message of the Gospel in the Culture Dominated
by Shame and Honor. To watch Dr. Bahkou’s full lecture
visit our YouTube channel,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

t5O5EWQvzk&t=323s



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-t5Q5EWQvzk&t=323s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-t5Q5EWQvzk&t=323s

As we reach out to Arabs locally in Saint Louis, we build relationships with other Christian mission
societies that work with refugees in Saint Louis. Our vice-president Rev. Dr. John Loum, and our
Executive Director Rev. Dr. Abjar Bahkou attend and speak regularly at these monthly meetings

} Oasi= I
International

oasis4refugess.org

facility. People from Iraq, Tunisia, and Afghanistan are attending these
Friday ESL Classes.

Bible Institute about Jesus in Islam. Over 25 Christian

Church workers from all over the Saint Louis Area

attended the Seminar.

As part of the Seven-Week course on Muslims and the

Gospel, Dr. Bahkou and Dr. Loum took a group of
students to visit the Mosque and Islamic Foundation of
Greater Saint Louis. The students interacted with the
leaders of the Foundation and listened to their

presentations.




..FROM THE TEXAS MESSENGER
HAPPENINGS

Arabic ministry blessed ln North Texas

In 2018, Rev. Dr. Abjar Bahkou took a call to
serve as associate professor of Practical Theology
at Concordia Seminary St. Louis, leaving the Ar-
abic community of North Texas without a pastor.
Pastor Bahkou has been traveling to Texas every
two months to serve the needs of the community.

In April during Holy Week, Pastor Bahkou and
his family drove to Fort Worth. The Arabic com-
munity gathered for worship on Good Friday
(pictured above) and Easter at Peace Lutheran
Church, Hurst. You can watch a promotional vid-
eo of the services at youtu.be/w60VbToyxsk.

In July, Pastor Bahkou and his family drove again
to Fort Worth to hold services for the Arabic
Community. On July 14, the community gathered
for worship and in celebration of the Baptism of
two immigrant children from Nineveh Valley,
Iragq.

Thank you to all who continue to support Arabic
Lutheran Ministry. It is through your generous
donations and prayer that Pastor Bahkou and

his family will continue to travel from St. Louis

to Fort Worth to serve the Arabic community of
North Texas.

For more information or to schedule a speaking
engagement, send an email to bahkoua@csl.edu
or visit ArabicLutheranMinistries.org.

If you would like to support the ministry to Arab
immigrants in North Texas, please send dona-
tions or other correspondence to:

The Baptism of Daniel Farag was held July 14. Shown with Rev.
Bahkou are, from left, Rame Suleiman (Godfather, holding Daniel),
parents Roni and Einas Farag and Daniel’s brother, Paul.

Arabic Lutheran Ministries Daniel Kaky was baptized on July 14. From Ieft, Ghader and Rana
1565 Summer Chase Lane Kaky (parents), Noah Shamis (Godfather, holding Daniel). Siblings
Fenton, MO 63026 up front are Leonel and Mariel.
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Contact Us

Arabic Lutheran Ministries
1565 Summer Chase Lane

Fenton, MO 63026

817-680-1794

lifewithgodalm @gmail.com
www.arabiclutheranministries.org

UPCOMING EVENTS

o December 2019: Pastor Bahkou and his family will travel to Texas
to serve the needs of the Arabic community in North Texas. We will
host Christmas services at Peace Lutheran Church in Hurst, TX.

e January 2020: Pastor Bahkou will be leading devotion and
participating at the annual conference of Association of Lutheran
Mission Agencies. ALMA is a professional development network for

mission leaders in and around LCMS.

ARABIC LUTHERAN MINISTRIES
1565 Summer Chase Lane
Fenton, MO 63026
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