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ARABIC LUTHERAN MINISTRIES 

Sharing the Love of God  

with Arabs and Muslims  
 

Highlights of Our Ministry in 2023  
Dear Partners in Mission 

For the last year Arabic Lutheran Ministries has experienced exponential growth especially in our 
Media and publication ministries.  

On July of 2023 I began a news ministry call as Facilitator of Muslim Ministry at the Office of 
Nation and International Mission. I am still teaching at Concordia Seminary, but my time will be divided 
between teaching 50% at the seminary and the other 50% working to facilitate this unique ministry. Part of 
the job is to create theological education in Arabic. I have been working on an Arabic edition of the 
Edward W. A. Koehler, A Summary of Christian Doctrine. This book is a theological companion 
to Luther Small and Large catechism. In the spring of 2024 LHF will publish another book that I 
translated in Arabic, Laurence L. White, Life with God. The book is a membership class for anyone 
who is not from a Lutheran background and wants to learn about Christian faith from the Lutheran 
perspective. I used to disciple Muslims coming to faith. These two books together with Luther’s 
Catechism are essential to reach the 560 million Arabic speaking people in the Arab Middle East 
and North Africa. Another plan for next year is to translate the 2017 edition of Luther Small 
Catechism. There is no updated Luther Small Catechism in Arabic. What we have is a 1943 Arabic 
translation. In regards of the Large Catechism there is no Arabic edition. My plan is to translate 
the Small and Large Catechism. In addition to translating, publishing, and distributing these books 
worldwide, I am working on a 30-minute teaching videos, these teaching videos will be uploaded 
and on social media platforms, and will be broadcast on different Christian Arabic satellite 



 

2 
 

channels. In addition, churches, who have Arabic speaking groups, are using them for bible studies. 
Last year through your generous support I was able to film forty-six videos. 

Part of my job is also teaching our churches and pastors and teacher about Islam and how 
do share the gospel with Muslim. Just in the fall of 2023 I spoke to circuit pastor, gave a five-week 
seminar to lay leader in Saint Louis area and even spoke to our high and middle school students.  

In Addition to these educational project Arabic Luthera ministry is involve in helping 
Syrian refugees in Syria and Lebanon  

The entire world witnessed the devastating earthquake that hit Turkey and parts of 
northeast Syria. The number of people killed is over 35.000 and injured over 90.000. The situation 
is Syria is dire due the 11 years of civile war. The country was already suffering financially, and 
politically. The earthquake made things worse. Over five million are displaced.  
Arabic Lutheran Ministries is partnering with several Christian organizations that collaborates 
with refugees and displaced in Syria and Lebanon. They already have their team in Aleppo and 
other cities that were affected by the earthquake. Arabic Lutheran Ministries is the only RSO in 
LCMS, and 501-c 3 that is undertaking this mission to help the Syrian families who were 
affected by the earthquake.  

Despite the dangerous circumstances, we are ablet to open a center for the displaced 
families that was built at a church in Aleppo, where more than three hundred families are staying. 
The immediate need for families is food supply, clothing, energies supplies. We are sending more 
team of volunteer to reach other devastated Syrian cities such as Latakia, Tartus and Jableh, to 
start centers to shelter families and help with their basic needs. It is hard and expensive to send 
material. We are sending money for our partners to buy material from Lebanon, Syria and Turkey 
and take them to the families.  

Please pray. Please give, please step out in faith with Arabic Lutheran Ministries and seize 
this moment to create an entire year worth moment with the Lord in 2024 and far beyond. Let us 
not let this moment pass from us. Let us thank God for what he has done and praise him for what 
He is about to do.  
 

Yours, sincerely in our Lord 

Rev. Dr. Abjar Bahkou  
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Continuing education to lay leaders in Saint Louis churches. Offering training session to the pastors 
 

 
 

Speaking at Lutheran High South and Christ Community Lutheran Middle School 
 

 
Arabic Bible study in Michigan using our teaching videos. 
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Our team on the ground distributing back to school boxes and ministering to children. 

 
 
 
 
Financial Accounting of the Mission  
Financial Oversight will be Conducted by the Board of Directors 
Lutheran Arabic Ministries.  
 
Name of Contact Person(s)  
Rev. Fr. Abjar Bahkou, PhD., Executive Director 
Ken Payne, Treasurer   
Arabic Lutheran Ministries  
1565 Summer Chase Lane  
Fenton, MO 63026   
817-680-1794 
Bahkoua@csl.edu 
http://www.arabiclutheranministries.org/ 
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