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About Us

Arabic Lutheran Ministries is a 501(c)3 Charitable Corporation and
Recognized Service Organization, (RSO). As an ethnic ministry we envision
planting Arabic speaking LCMS Churches, disciplining, and training leaders and
Church planters, nationally and internationally. The mission’s strategy is in line with
the vision of the office of National and International Mission at LCMS and the
initiative Making Disciples for Life.

1. Perform human care to Muslims and Arabic Christians through Word
and Sacrament ministries.

2. Support and expand theological education, by increasing well-
grounded Arabic speaking pastors. This will be supported by LCMS
seminaries and churches.

3. Plant and sustain Arabic Speaking Lutheran congregations.

4. Increase in understanding and practice of church planting among
Muslims and Arabic Speaking people locally and globally in Europe.

5. Increase the translation and publication of Confessional Lutheran
Theology in Arabic to the point of offering a whole program in Arabic
to train and certify Arabic Speaking LCMS pastors around the world.

6. Collaborate with the Synod’s members and partners to enhance mission
effectiveness, for example, partnering with our two seminaries and
various Concordia Universities to offer these courses in their
classroom.

These goals are in line with the Office of National and International mission
at the LCMS: 1) Spread the Gospel. 2) Plant Lutheran Churches. 3) Show

Mercy.



From the Executive Director

Turning Challenges to Opportunities

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in
Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people—
the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you
in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true
message of the Gospel that has come to you. In the same way,

the Gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole

world. (Colossians 1:4—6).

In his letter to the Colossians, Paul confronts a complex heresy—a
deceptive blend of Eastern philosophy, Jewish legalism, Pagan
astrology, mysticism, asceticism, and distorted Christianity. These
challenges, centered on the person and work of Christ (Christology), are
as relevant today as they were then.

One of the most profound challenges to Christology arises in
dialogue with Islam. Islam teaches that Jesus is only a prophet—not God

incarnate, not crucified for humanity’s sins, and not resurrected.



Proclaiming Christ in the Midst of Challenges
Given the theological and evangelistic importance of this topic, |
dedicate much of my ministry to equipping seminarians, pastors, and
churches worldwide. One of my core teachings is encapsulated in the
course "Jesus in Islam: Sharing Jesus with Muslims."
Paul summarizes the heart of Christianity in Romans 10:9:
“If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” This
simple yet profound declaration is built on three central truths:
1. Jesus died.
2. Jesus rose from the dead.

3. Jesus i1s the Incarnate God.

Islam explicitly rejects all three. The Qur’an denies that Jesus
claimed divinity (Q 5:116), asserts He was not crucified (Q 4:157), and
implicitly rejects His resurrection. This opposition underscores the
central tension between Christianity and Islam, but it also creates an
opportunity for Gospel proclamation.

Islam i1s unique among world religions in its relationship with
Christianity. It borrows extensively from Christian scriptures and
concepts but reinterprets them in ways that distort their original

meaning. While Christianity has undergone reformations that affirm core



doctrines like the Nicene Creed, Islam claims to “reform” Christianity

by rejecting these very foundations.

Islam: A Missionary Religion

Like Christianity, Islam is driven by a missionary mandate. Jesus
commands Christians: “Go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you” (Matthew 28:19-20).

In Islam, this mandate is called a/-da ‘wa—*“the call.” Muslim
missionaries, known as da Tyya, are called to invite others to Islam. The
Qur’an encourages this mission: “Invite all to the Way of your Lord
with wisdom and beautiful preaching and argue with them in ways
that are best and most gracious” (Q 16:125).

This missionary zeal presents both a challenge and an opportunity
for Christians. As the Arabic and Islamic population grows locally and
globally, Christians must respond with love, truth, and the Gospel
message.

At a recent Islamic mission conference in Los Angeles, leaders
announced their goal to convert 5075 million Americans to Islam,
focusing on vulnerable populations. They highlighted historical
successes in regions such as North Africa and Indonesia as evidence of

Islam’s missionary effectiveness.



Meeting the Challenge

During my recent mission trip to Africa, I heard a consistent plea
from churches and pastors: “We need help. We don’t know how to
respond to Islamic missionary activities.”

Islam invests significant resources—time, personnel, and millions
of petrodollars—to its goal of converting 50% of Africa to Islam. This
makes the Church’s mission to proclaim Christ even more urgent.

In my teaching, I emphasize balancing kindness with clear witness.
While genuine kindness and hospitality are vital, they cannot replace our
calling as “ambassadors for Christ.” We must love Muslims with the
love of Christ while boldly sharing the Gospel-—the most important
news of all.

During October trip, I taught intensive graduate courses on Islamic
evangelism, led training seminars, and distributed 100 free copies of my

book to seminaries and churches.

The Power of Media Ministry
One of the highlights of our ministry is Media. It is one of the most
powerful tools for reaching people, especially in closed regions like the
Middle East and North Africa. Nearly all households in these regions
have access to satellite TV or the internet, making these platforms
invaluable for Gospel outreach.

Media offers unique advantages:



1. It provides broad access to the Gospel, even in restricted areas.
2. It 1s effective for reaching people with limited literacy.
3. Satellite TV and the internet cannot be easily censored.
Platforms like satellite TV have been extraordinarily successful.
Research shows that over 80% of the Middle Eastern population,
including those in refugee camps, has access to satellite television,

creating unparalleled opportunities for evangelism.

Publishing Confessional Lutheran Resources

An equally important aspect of my ministry is the translation and
publication of Lutheran resources in Arabic. For decades, foundational
Lutheran texts in Arabic have been outdated. For example, the Arabic
edition of Luther’s Small Catechism was last updated in 1943.

In 2017, to mark the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, |
published a discipleship book based on Luther’s Catechism, that you
will read about in this newsletter. This year, I completed another
confessional book. By 2025, I aim to publish updated editions of both
Luther’s Small Catechism and Large Catechism.

These resources will form the foundation for a future seminary

dedicated to training Arabic-speaking Lutheran pastors.

Opportunities for Transformation
By God’s grace, our ministry continues to transform challenges

into opportunities. Arabic Lutheran Ministries is addressing critical



needs by delivering the unchanging Word of God to a constantly
changing world.

Just as Paul equipped the church in Colossae—and us today—to
face challenges, he also celebrated their faith, love, and, most
importantly, the growth of the Gospel among them and throughout the
world. In that same spirit, I rejoice with you over the remarkable growth
of our ministry across the globe. The power for change and growth does
not come from us, but from the message we proclaim. This is why Paul
boldly declares in Romans:

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and
also for the Greek” (Romans 1:16).

The story of the Church is one of God’s people working together—
facing challenges, trusting Him, and pressing forward. The Gospel is not
static but dynamic. It is not a narrative we can manufacture; it is the
living Gospel of Jesus Christ that transforms lives and changes
everything,.

As I conclude this report, I want to remind our partners that this is
not my full-time ministry. I carry out this work alongside my
responsibilities at the Seminary and with the International Center in
Saint Louis. I am deeply passionate about this mission. Each day, I stay

informed about developments among Arabs and Muslims, and I witness



the incredible ways God is working in their midst. It is a privilege to be
part of His mission to the Muslim world.

Thank you for your prayers and generous support, which make this
ministry possible. Together, we are equipping the Church to share

Christ’s love and truth with the Muslim world.

Our Invitation is to please pray, give, and step out in faith

with Arabic Lutheran Ministries and seize this moment to create a whole
year worth with the Lord in 2025 and far beyond. Let us not let this

moment pass from us. Let us thank God for what he has done and praise

him for what He 1s about to do.

In Him,
Executive Director,

Rev. Dr. Abjar Bahkou




Highlights of Our Ministry

Canada

Through your generous support, we were able to send 30 copies free
of charge of Dr. Bahkou’s book to disciple Arab and Muslim
refugees.

Dear Dr. Bakhou,

Out of the 15 refugee applications of our Syrian family, we are welcoming the
fellow, Aboud, who was first directed to me in Canada. He is arriving on May 18 to
Calgary. The other 14 are still awaiting interviews, and considering the crackdown
of Lebanon forces on Syrians, we are praying and praying for their safety.

The path for these past 28 months has been long, and often weary, as we have
desperately tried to pursue refugee applications to Canada for the entire 15. Covid,
emergent refugee needs in Afghanistan and Ukraine, a complete collapse of the
Lebanese economy, and now the federal civil service strike has continually reminded
us that all of this i1s in God’s time, not ours. When Aboud arrives, he will be
baptized. Also, the story of Aboud as it has been updated over the past few months
is also included for your interest. Your resource in Arabic language: Teaching
videos and sermons on your website, and your book, Life with God, Explaining
the Foundation of Christian Faith, has helped greatly in explaining the
Christian faith from the Lutheran perspective to these refugees. May God
continue to uplift you in your ministry to the Arabic population.

Pastor Gerry
Good Shepherd Lutheran in Valleyview Calgary, Canada
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Republishing Arabic Resources

In 2017, Dr. Bahkou published 1,000 copies of a discipleship program in
Arabic based on Luther’s Catechism. The book, titled Life with God:
Explaining the Foundation of Christian Faith, was distributed worldwide
thanks to your generous support. Since then, Dr. Bahkou has been working on
an updated and expanded version of the book, with plans to publish the
second edition in 2025. Additionally, the book is being used as a foundation
for filming teaching segments in Arabic.

Beirut Lebanon

Global Media Ministry
at the International Studios of Sar 7 in Beirut Lebanon
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Troy, Michigan: Faith Lutheran Church

Arabic Bible Study
Using Dr Bahkou’ s Videos Teaching Segments
with the book Life with God,

Saint Louis, Missouri : Concordia Seminary

Dr. Bahkou Teaches Concordia Seminary Students.
“Jesus in Islam, Sharing Jesus with Muslims,”
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Jesus is mentioned

in the Quran by name
in 93 verses and 15
Surabhs. In this course
Dr. Bahkou teaches the
story of Jesus in the
Quran, the titles the
Qur’an gives to Jesus
and how Muslim
theologian interpret
them. What are the
major differences
between the Islamic
Jesus and Christian
one? What are the
sources of the Qur’an
Jesus? How do we
build a bridge of
friendship with our
Muslims friend?

Abjar Bahkou
DEFENDING
CHRISTIAN FAITH

Tl T PAST OF Thll CERSTLAN ASOLOGY
OF LA QAL B

% sCiendo

Fort Wayne, Indiana

Dear Dr. Bahkou, I am a retired

LCMS pastor living in Fort Wayne,
Indiana.

Yesterday I finished reading your
wonderful book Shining the Gospel
Light on the Quran. Last night I gave
it to my son Brian. He has a heart for
mission and especially for Muslim
mission. He plays guitar and sings,
and he leads the praise team at
Concordia church here in Fort Wayne
every Sunday.

My son and I have learned a lot from
your emphasis on mission to Muslims,
and that conversion is not our work,
but it is the work of the Holy spirit.
We are nothing but proclaimers of the
Good News of the Gospel.

SHINING the
GOSPEL LIGHT
on the Q_URAN

|
| AND ENGAGING
! MUSLIMS

"*~ ABJAR BAHKOU
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Ethiopia

Between October 8-21, 2024, Dr. Bahkou was on a mission trip to
Africa. It began in Ethiopia. He taught at Mekane Yesus Seminary (MYS)
Central Ethiopian Synod Theological College, (CESTC) Ethiopia, Addis
Ababa. The course was on “Ministering Among Muslims” based on his book,
Shining the Gospel Light on the Quran, Published by CPH. Through the
generous support of our Partners, we were able to give free-of cost 100 copies

for the students and pastors.

‘[‘:

With the Students of Central Ethiopia Synod Theological College
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Dear Rev. Dr. Bahkou

I hope this email finds you in good health and spirits. I trust you arrived home safely
after our recent time together. I want to take a moment to express my heartfelt
gratitude for the wonderful moments we shared. Your contributions have been
invaluable to our students and the mission we serve in God’s kingdom.
Rev. Wondwossen Negussie

Principle of Central Ethiopia Synod Theological College

The Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekan Yesus

Book Signing at at Mekane Yesus Seminary
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Uganda
From October 17-21, 2024, Dr. Bahkou taught Continuing Education Course
for LCMS Mission Staff in Eastern and Southern Africa Entebbe, Uganda the

topic was “Ministering Among Muslims.”

Teaching Continuing Education in Entebbe, Uganda
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Athens, GA

[ am writing to express my appreciation for your essay at the Synod
Convention. I wanted to thank you for expressing the weightiness of the
cross, i.e., the beautiful joy of self-giving. From what I heard, you
seemed to be the only speaker to present the glory of the cross. Others
expressed that it meant that “I get to escape punishment,” you
recognized the freeing deliverance of the cross that allows us to be a
self-giving people that reflect our self-giving God (i.e., to actually live).
The fact that we have a God who cares about the other (even within
Himself) 1s so important for understanding “we preach Christ crucified.”
Thank you for speaking that truth to the convention clearly. God's

blessings as you continue to serve at the seminary.

Greg Michael, Pastor
Christus Victor Lutheran Church and Student Center. Athens, GA

Dr. Bahkou was one of the essayists at the National LCMS convention
in Wisconsin. The title of his essay was “the Power of the Cross.”

LCMS OIM Eurasia

Greetings in Christ from Brasov, Romania!

I am the regional director of LCMS OIM Eurasia. I have recently been
contacted by a conservative Lutheran Palestinian pastor from
Jordan/Palestine. He is fed up with the direction of his liberal (LWF)
church body (consisting of six congregations) and has requested to
become part of our LCMS mission field. His name is Rev. Saliba
Rishmawi. I have put him in contact with a young deacon from Tel
Aviv, a Jewish Lutheran whose education we have been supporting for
some time. Of course, the political situation in the Holy Land is horrible
right now, but this does not prevent these citizens of heaven from
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speaking to each other (through WhatsApp) and sharing the faith across
borders. Praise God!

I would love to speak with you some time to discuss the possibility of
partnering with you and your organization, Arabic Lutheran Ministries,
to begin mission work in Palestine. Would you be willing to help me
explore this opportunity of assisting Saliba? Our desire is to plant a
Lutheran church in Bethlehem. Sure, we have a long way to go in terms
of sound catechesis and building a confessional Lutheran identity, but I
see from your website that you have made huge strides through your
work. Perhaps we could begin by discussing opportunities for
theological education.

David Preus

The Regional Director LCMS Eurasia

El Cajon, California

Dear Pastor Bahkou

I am writing this email to electronically introduce the two of you. Dr.
Bahkou, Pastor Emad is one of the pastors I have been working with in
El Cajon. Pastor Emad, Dr. Abjar Bahkou is a professor at Concordia
Seminary, and he has resources about The Lutheran Church written in
Arabic. I am writing to connect the two of you directly so you can
communicate.

Pastor James Huenink
First Lutheran Church of EI Cajon

Through your generous support, we were able to send copies free of
charge of Dr. Bahkou’s book to these churches to teach Arabic
speaking pastor about Lutheran Theology.




Pittsfield, Illinois
Saint Paul
Lutheran Church

Confirmation of Cade
Riddle.

Baptism of Christian.

Confirmation class:
Josey, Autumn,

Christian, and Lukas
(not in the picture)

The baptized and
confirmation class
with their families.
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New Arabic Resources

In the summer of 2024, in collaboration with Lutheran Heritage Foundation,
Rev. Dr. Bahkou finished an Annotated Arabic Translation of a confessional
book written by Laurence L. White, Life with God, A Survey of Biblical
Doctrine as Confessed in the Evangelical Lutheran Church. Houston, Texas
1995. This book is a steppingstone for our publication initiative. It is another
tool to introduce Arabic speaking men, who want to know about the basic of
our Lutheran confession, and plan to be pastors in the LCMS. The book will
also be used for new membership class. It is a 220-page book. We will publish
2000 copies and distribute them worldwide. In addition, Dr. Bahkou
translated in Arabic the LHF pamphlet, Jesus Never Fails.
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Our Ministry Team

Rev. Dr. Bahkou is an ordained LCMS Pastor. Dr. Bahkou currently teaches at
Concordia Seminary as Associate Professor of Practical Theology and Mission. He
has been doing mission among Arabs and Muslims, planting LCMS Arabic
speaking churches for the last 20 years. Dr. Bahkou is our founder and Executive
Director of Arabic Luheran Ministries. Since 2023 Dr. Bahkou works half time with
the Office of Internation Mission as Facilitator of Ministry to Muslims.

Lol

Ken Payne is the Treasurer of Arabic Lutheran Ministries. He is retired AT&T
engineer. He also worked for Maritz for 13 years as a statistical and financial analyst.
He has earned a B.S., B.A., and MBA. Ken has taught Bible Study at Concordia —
Kirkwood and served on Church Council and Chaired the Adult Nurture Board and
the Outreach Board. He has served as an officer of a $90 million Credit Union. Ken
has also served as an officer of Christian Outreach to Muslims Everywhere (COME).
A trained Stephen Minister. He currently serves as the President of Emmaus
Lutheran Church (a mission church) in St. Louis.
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Dr. Douglas L. Rutt is a professor emeritus at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He
previously served as the executive director of International Ministries for Lutheran
Hour Ministries (LHM), and as the Provost at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.

Rev. Tony Boos serves Lutheran Senior Services as a chaplain, in Illinois. He also
helped to establish Christian Friends of New Americans, an RSO of the LCMS, and
served as its first missionary. In addition, he currently serves as a pastoral counselor
for Ministry in Mission, an RSO of the LCMS that serves Haitians in Haiti and the
Dominican Republic.

Rev. Brandon Boos is an Ordained LCMS pastor. He is Pastor of Missions and
Discipleship Development at Faith Lutheran Church in Oakville MO. Rev. Brandon
is our secretary and media and mission coordinator.
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Financial Accounting of the Mission
Financial Oversight will be Conducted by the Board of Directors
Lutheran Arabic Ministries.

Name of Contact Person(s)

Rev. Dr. Abjar Bahkou,

Ken Payne, Treasurer

Arabic Lutheran Ministries

1565 Summer Chase Lane

Fenton, MO 63026

817-680-1794

Bahkoua(@csl.edu
http://www.arabiclutheranministries.org/
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Arabic Lutheran Ministries
1565 Summer Chase Lane
Fenton, MO 63026
817-680-1794

http://www.arabiclutheranministries.org/
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